[image: image1.emf] 
Selecting Research Theme, Content and Topic Areas
The research theme identifies the gap between desired aspirations for student characteristics and the actual learners to help the Lesson Study Team keep their eyes on the big picture and connect long-term goals with short-term objectives. The theme helps participants to focus on the why, rather than the what or how. They define qualities students should possess by working with a specific content area.  Since the research theme may be used over many sessions, it is necessary for the team to discuss the importance of the goal in relationship to student learning such as goals for: student development, working cooperatively, and taking initiative as learners.
Some examples of these broadly stated goals include: “to develop instruction that ensures students achieve basic academic abilities while fostering their individuality”, “for students to become problem-solvers” (Lewis, 2002) and to develop student communities of learning. Then the group translates these broadly stated goals into the context of a particular grade level or subject matter theme.

When identifying content-specific goal(s) that will assist in moving students closer to desired expectations. The subject area and standard(s) of focus should be chosen based on data. Data should drive the instructional focus and alignment of lessons to the Florida Standards.

Suggestions: Gather assessment data (FSA and/or Baseline/Mid-Year). Disaggregate and analyze the data for patterns that emerge in areas of student weaknesses.
Goals can be aligned with the school’s mission statement and serve as the driving force behind all lesson study work.  They may include a school-wide theme approach and provide systematic, comprehensible, and consistent education for all students across all grade levels.  

	Steps of Developing Research Theme, Content and Topic Areas

	Step 1: Select a research theme.

	Guiding Questions to Consider:

· What do we want students to know, understand and be able to?

· What is the current level of performance?

· What are the gaps between current level of performance and expectations?

· What are you most curious about as to how students learn and what impacts student learning most?

	After considering the guiding questions, develop a research theme using starters such as, “We will explore/engage in/use …”


	Step 2: Select content area and topic to apply research theme

	Guiding Questions to Consider:

· What content areas are challenging for our students?

· What are commonly difficult standards?
· What are commonly difficult topics for students?

· What are commonly difficult topics for teachers to teach?

· What do we want students to understand (and be able to do)?

· What do students currently understand about this topic?
· What are the prerequisite or implied skills students will need to address this topic?

· What high probability barriers to student learning do we believe exist?

	After considering the guiding questions, select the content area and topic of focus.


	Step 3: Identify strategies and resources to support instruction relative to the selected content area and topic.

	Guiding Questions to Consider:
· What instructional strategies and instructional scaffolds do we predict will alleviate or remove these barriers?

· What universal design for learning strategies can be used to increase engagement with struggling students?
· What additional professional knowledge may help us plan instructional strategies to address barriers?

· Are there other educators at our school or in our district who may be able to offer technical assistance and support in this area?

	After considering the guiding questions, identify strategies and resources.



Lesson Study Cycle STEP 1: Determining Focus Area Lesson Study teams can use this document for developing and selecting research theme, topic, and content area.�
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Lesson Study teams can use this checklist while implementing one complete cycle of the Lesson Study Cycle. 
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