
Conditions in the School District...
that support implementation of the  

Standards-Based Education Teaching/Learning Cycle

Introduction
The Standards-Based Teaching/Learning Cycle provides a comprehensive description of standards-based 
educational practices. In order for districts and schools to fully implement standards-based education, 
they must generate supportive, systemic conditions that ensure standards-based practices can be sus-
tained over time. Unless such systemic conditions are in place, the vision of educating all students to 
high levels cannot be realized.

Conditions in the School District is designed to identify the systemic conditions that are in place and 
those still needed to support implementing and sustaining standards-based education practices. This 
tool is derived from the Colorado Department of Education’s standards and indicators in the Compre-
hensive Appraisal for District Improvement (CADI) and School Support Team (SST) reviews along with 
data from nearly 200 schools and districts that participated in these reviews. 

On the following pages, examples of conditions are identified for each of the 11 categories listed below. 
Under each category and related examples, space is available for district staff to identify additional condi-
tions that are important at the district, school, classroom, and student level to sustain standards-based 
practices.

 1. Curriculum
 2. Assessment and Evaluation
 3. Instruction
 4. District Culture/Learning Environment
 5. Student, Family, and Community Support
 6. Professional Growth
 7. Personnel Policies
 8. Leadership
 9. Resource Allocation and Budgeting
 10. Comprehensive and Effective Planning
 11. Other Conditions
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 1. Curriculum

Colorado’s Academic Standards.

curriculum.

-
rooms.

Other conditions related to our district’s Curriculum that are important to support standards-
based education practices:

 2.  Assessment and Evaluation
-

trict and school level.

instruction, particularly formative assessment practices, at the classroom, team, and depart-
ment level.

-
tive assessments.

assessments.
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Other conditions related to our district’s Assessment Practices that are important to support 
standards-based education practices:

3.  Instruction

instructional framework that guides instructional expectations and practices throughout 
the district.

research-based instructional and intervention strategies.

-
tiveness.

Other conditions related to our district’s Instructional Program that are important to support 
standards-based education practices:

 4. District Culture/Learning Environment
-

mance of all staff.
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-
demic and behavioral expectations for students.

implement effective learning programs.

implementing research-based practices that support students in learning standards at mas-
tery levels.

opportunities to learn at a mastery level within and beyond the classroom.

instructions to meet the learning needs of all students.

Other conditions related to our district’s Culture/Learning Environment that are important 
to support standards-based education practices:

 5. Student, Family, and Community Support
-

port high levels of learning for all students.

particularly regarding student achievement and growth in student performance.

-
trict’s academic program.

cards, progress reports, reports to the community, etc.
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Other conditions related to our district’s support and Engagement of Students, Families, and 
Community that are important to support standards-based education practices:

 6. Professional Growth 

learning throughout the district.

effective, research-based instruction and assessment practices.

-
plete induction programs that focus on standards-based education practices.

Other conditions related to our district’s Professional Growth program that are important to 
support standards-based education practices:

 7. Personnel Policies

knowledge and skill in research-based teaching and learning practices.

education practices.
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-
tion practices.

-
bers effectively implement standards-based education practices.

levels.

the district with high levels of accountability for all staff.

Other conditions related to our district’s Personnel Policies that are important to support 
standards-based education practices:

 8. Leadership

learning.

-
dents and educators.

based practices.  

-
dards-based practices at the district and school level.
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data resources, and professional development.

-
dent achievement data.

and the training to understand and analyze that learning data.

processes to support standards-based education practices.

knowledge and understanding of standards-based education practices.

and learning practices in all schools.

Other conditions related to our district Leadership that are important to support standards-
based education practices:

 9. Resource Allocation and Budgeting
-

dards-based education practices.

staff preference, etc.)

-
dards-based education practices.

-
ing on increased student achievement.

learning.



Other conditions related to our district’s Resource Allocation and Budgeting systems that are 
important to support standards-based education practices:

 10. Comprehensive and Effective Planning

student learning through the implementation of standards-based education practices.

data.

-
menting and improving standards-based education practices.

of standards-based education practices and student achievement.

Other conditions related to our district Improvement Planning that are important to support 
standards-based education practices:

 11. Other Conditions:
Other Conditions that are important to support standards-based education practices:


